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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 



December 14, 2001 



Transmitted herewith is an amendment in the above-identified 
application. 



□ The enclosed document is being transmitted via the Certificate 
of Mailing provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1.8. 

□ The enclosed document is being transmitted via facsimile. 
The fee has been calculated as shown below: 
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REMAINING 
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AMENDMENT 
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PRESENT 
EXTRA 


RATE 


ADDITIONAL 
FEE 


TOTAL 


18 




20 
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$18 


$0.00 


INDEPENDENT 


1 




3 
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$84 


$0.00 


l~l FIRST PRESENTATION OF A MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM 


$280 


$0.00 




TOTAL 


$0.00 



• 



Appl. No. 09/624,246 

I I Petition for ( ) month (s) extension of time pursuant to 

37 C.F.R. §§ 1.17 and 1.136(a). $0.00 for the extension of 
time . 

1^1 No fee is required. 

□ Check (s) in the amount of $0.00 is (are) enclosed. 

□ Please charge Deposit Account No. 02-244 8 in the amount of 
$0.00. This form is submitted in triplicate. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, 
concurrent, and future replies, to charge payment or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for any additional fees 
required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17; 
particularly, extension of time fees. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 

James M. Slafctery, #28^,380 
P.O. Box 747 

JMS/D3C/ags Falls Church, VA 22040-0747 

(703) 205-8000 
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DRAWING CORRECTION APPROVAL REQUEST 



Honorable Commissioner of Patents 



December 14, 2001 



and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Applicants respectfully request approval of the following drawing 
amendment indicated in red ink on the attached sheet. The following is the 
correction. 

In Fig. 17, reference numeral 12 (leader line) has been extended to 
indicate the sheath member. 

A corrected formal drawing will be prepared and filed upon approval by 
the Examiner and subsequent indication of allowance in the present 
application. 

The Examiner is respectfully requested to provide a Notice of Drafts 
Person Patent Drawing and Review Form PTO-1948 or at least acknowledgment 
on the record indicating that the drawings filed along with the present 
application have been approved. 



Appl. No.: 09/624,246 



If the Examiner has any questions or comments concerning this 
application, please do not hesitate to contact David J. Cho (Reg. No. 48,078) at 
(703) 205-8000 in the Washington D.C. area. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, 
and future replies, to charge payment or credit any overpayment to Deposit 
Account No. 02-2448 for any additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. §§1.16 or 
1.17; particularly, extension of time fees. 



Respectfully submitted, 



BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 



By: 




P. O. Box 747 

Falls Church, VA 22040-0747 
(703) 205-8000 



JMS/ 
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